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Abstract of “The Palestinian Detainee and the Book”
By Khalil Ashour

I recall that a detainee narrated for us the story “Les Miserablés” by Victor Hugo, in several chapters. He used to narrate one chapter a
day, until he finished the story after two weeks. We used to wait anxiously everyday, until its nighttimes to listen to a new chapter. We
all felt as if “Jean Valjean” the hero of the novel, was living among us. The last night we were so sad, as “Jean Valjean” was leaving our
detention centre, knowing that we were never to meet him again. And when the moment of separation arrived, a sorrowful silence fell
upon us all.

It is natural for detainees to pursue any mean in order to free themselves from imprisonment, and search for a way to escape from their
harsh and bleak reality. Those who are deprived of bread dream of bread, and those who are deprived of freedom seek freedom. The
Palestinian prisoner resorted to books in order to dream and free themselves through words as well as to escape to an alternative to
their lived reality. If the book was a novel, the prisoner lives with its characters and moves amongst them from one place to the other,
eavesdrops on their discussions, experiences their feelings, and walks around in their homes. This feeling creates another life for the
prisoner, another world, and another reality.

Hence, books transferred and freed prisoners, even if it was temporary, it is the path to their salvation, as it also brings new ideas to
the reader, and new beliefs, it introduces us to different lived experiences, which leads to a widening of horizon and an openness towards
difference. The more books a human reads, the more minds he tackles and deals with, the more he enriches his knowledge. A book is a
spring of knowledge that quenches the intellect’s thirst for learning, blessed are those minds that are forever thirsty.

A book is a new world - we add to the world we know a space for another. The book is a transformation tool from a state to a better one, if
we listened carefully to what it says and comprehended what it means. A book does not redeem humans from illiteracy, ignorance, delusion
and myth only, it redeems one from corruption, bad manners, bad behavior, narrow mindedness, and bias.

Books reveal your true self, guide you to what you will become, and illuminate your world just like the sun lights your day. There are
two truths in this world, the first is God which is a permanent truth, and the second; the world, is temporary. We came to this life to read
the second truth in order to understand the first, and those who do not know are the ones who do not read.

* Khalil Ashour, Nablus - prisoner from 1970 to 1982. Book lover and frequent visitor to the Prisoners’ section of the Nablus Library.

Nablus Municipality Library: The Prisoners’ Section
a needle in the binding

Installation by the artist Beatrice Catanzaro. The projects consists of dislocating circa 200 books from the Prisoner’s Section of the Nablus
Municipality Library and make them available to the general public at the Khalidi Library in Jerusalem. Along side with the books, three videos
exploring the personal relations that Khalil Ashour and Abdallah Abu Ghudeeb had with books during their years of imprisonment. The
installation is the result of almost two years of research by the artist in the Nablus Municipality Library in collaboration with Khalil Ashour.

The prisoner’s book section of the Nablus Municipality Library hosts approximately 8000 books read by Palestinian political prisoners between
1967 and 1995.

A series of open talks will accompany the exhibition, in order to unfold the central role of books and self-organized education among Palestinian prisoners.

The Imprisoned Book. Talks on the Prisoners’ Library, curated and moderated by Esmail Nashif, Professor and researcher, who has published
research on Political Imprisonment in Palestine.

All talks will be held in Jerusalem at The Khalidi Library, Bab El-Silsilah Rd. Old City and in Ramallah at the International Academy of Art - Palestine,
Aref al-Aref Building, behind the Arab Bank, al-Bireh using simultaneous transmission.

Thursday 20.10.2011

18:00 Opening reception for installation a needle in the binding (in Jerusalem only)

18:30 The Imprisoned Book: A general introduction. Speakers: Adel Samara, thinker and former political prisoner
and Waleed al Hodali, novelist and former political prisoner

Thursday 27.10.2011

18:30 The Imprisoned Book: The experience of women political prisoners. Speakers: Rula Abu Duhou, political activist and former political
prisoner and Etaf Elayan, researcher and former political prisoner

Friday 4.11.2011

18:30 The Imprisoned Book: A comparative perspective. Speakers: Abid al Sattar Qassem, thinker and former political prisoner

and Hasan Obied, researcher and former political prisoner

The art works and Talks programme above are part of the Jerusalem Show: On/Off Language
Produced by Al Ma’mal Foundation for Contemporary Art

The artist would like to thank: Lutfieh Ashour and Iman Dowood for their care and support; Abdallah Abu Ghudeeb for his contribution and
stories; Fatima Kadoumy and Saeed Saeed for their friendship and hospitality; Bashar Said Tammam, director of the Nablus Municipality Library
and all the employees for their kindness and help; Michael Komem for technical support and subtitling.

Sponsored by

thejerusalemshowdilulglule AC/E  gE

Py Al-Ma'mal Foundation for Contemporary Art ESPANOLA Foundation

New Gate, 0ld City, Box 14644, Jerusalem 91145, t: +972 2 6283457, f: +972 26272312
2 e-mail: info@almamalfoundation.org, website: www.almamalfoundation.org
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Al-Ma'mal Foundation for Contemporary Art is supported by Ford Foundation




